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Frequently Asked Questions
About Deer Hunting in Michigan

When may I shine deer?
From December 1 through October 31 of the following year, a person
may shine deer until 11:00 PM. During the month of November, it is
unlawful to shine.
It is always unlawful to make use of an artificial light to hunt deer or
to shine deer at any time of the year with a firearm, bow and arrow or
any other device capable of shooting a projectile in your possession or
under your control.
This does not prohibit an individual issued a concealed pistol license,
or a person that is authorized to carry a concealed pistol without a
license, from possessing or carrying a pistol while shining provided
that they do not use the pistol to take, or attempt to take game.
An artificial light may be used from Nov. 1-30 on property you own or
property owned by a member of your immediate family if you do not
have in your possession or control a bow and arrow, crossbow, firearm
or other device capable of shooting a projectile.

How many rounds of ammunition may I carry in my rifle or shotgun?
If you use a semi-automatic rifle or a semi-automatic shotgun, other
than a .22 caliber rifle or smaller caliber rimfire rifle, the firearm
cannot be capable of holding more than 6 rounds in the barrel and
magazine combined. This restriction does not apply to bolt action,
lever action, or other firearms that are not semi-automatics.

Welcome to our 2012-2013 Hunter’s Pocket Guide, your source for
useful and valuable information for the novice and experienced
hunter. This guide was produced by the Montmorency County
Tribune. For advertising information, contact us at (989) 785-4214
or stop by the Tribune office next to the post office in Atlanta.

Daily Lunch, Dinner & Drink Specials

WELCOME

HUNTERS!
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Deer baiting regulations
What is the deer bait and feed ban?
 Within DMU 487 (which includes Alcona, Alpena, Montmorency, and

Oscoda counties) a total ban on baiting remains in effect due to the
outbreak of bovine tuberculosis (TB) in wild white-tailed deer.  The ban
applies equally to feeding for recreational viewing as well as hunting.

What is considered bait?
According to state law, “bait” for deer is “a substance composed of

grains, minerals, salt, fruit, vegetables, hay or any other food material,
whether natural or manufactured, may lure, entice or attract deer.”

Is this ban still necessary?
Yes. Biologists have long known that disease is easily spread among

animals that are drawn into close physical proximity by feed. Although
the exact means of transmission of chronic wasting disease is not known;
most scientists believe any exchange of bodily fluids — saliva, urine, and
feces – facilitates transmission. One year of testing without finding a CWD
positive deer does not mean or ensure the disease is not present. Prevent-
ing the spread of the disease if it is in the wild herd is of paramount
importance. The protection of a healthy white-tailed deer population in
Michigan is important for the following reasons:

• Any regional threat to a healthy deer population is a statewide concern.
• Chronic wasting disease can spread through the deer herd.
• Without appropriate management within the current CWD surveil-

lance zone, the disease may spread to other areas of the state.
• All deer infected with CWD die from the disease.
• White-tailed deer are native to Michigan and it is important to preserve

our native wildlife.
• A healthy deer herd is important for hunting traditions. Michigan has

more than 725,000 deer hunters who have harvested an average of 450,000
deer annually during the past decade. Deer hunting contributes more
than 10 million days of recreation every year.

• Deer hunting annually generates more than $500 million dollars
impact to the state’s economy. A healthy deer herd is critical to the state’s
economy.
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Donate your deer...
Michigan Sportsmen Against Hunger

With more than 1.1 million Michigan residents annually seeking food
assistance, the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) encourages
hunters to keep this critical need in mind as they head out this season.
The DNR asks all hunters to consider making a donation to Michigan

Sportsmen Against Hunger (MSAH) when purchasing hunting licenses
this year. Donations will be used to support the processing of deer donated
to participating processors. Last year, the venison donated to local food
banks and food kitchens throughout Michigan supplied enough meat to
provide more than 100,000 meals with a source of nutritious protein.
“Today, we have the opportunity to continue a tradition started by hunters

before us, who hunted to provide food for early settlements in Michigan,”
said Raymond Rustem, DNR liaison for MSAH. “Hunter donations of funds
or venison can help those who are still experiencing hard times in our
state.”
When renewing fishing or hunting licenses, residents should tell the

license vendor of their intent to make a monetary donation to the Michigan
Sportsmen Against Hunger program. Anglers and hunters can donate in
amounts of $1, $5, $10 or $20. The vendor will simply add the donation
amount to the overall purchase price and it will show up as an additional
item on the license.
Those who would like to donate a deer should visit the MSAH website,

www.sportsmenagainsthunger.org, to find the nearest processor.
Rustem pointed out that even individuals who don’t fish or hunt can still

support this important program by visiting the Michigan e-Store at
www.michigan.gov/estore, click on Tax-Deductible Donations, and then
choose the Help Feed the Hungry option. Fill in the information about the
donation and add the item to the cart.
“Many people continue to struggle in this economy,” he added. “Donating

to this important effort is a simple way to help.”
Rustem reminded donors to save any receipts or forms. Donations to

Michigan Sportsmen Against Hunger are tax-deductible.
Since 1991, Michigan Sportsmen Against Hunger has been working to

create linkages between donors, wild game processors and charities that
feed needy individuals. MSAH is an all-volunteer organization and is led
by sportsmen and women concerned about making a positive difference
in the community.
Together, they have assembled a network of processors and charities

across Michigan to help channel wild game donations into the hands of
those in need. Learn more at www.sportsmenagainsthunger.org.

To donate your deer to Michigan Sportsmen Against Hunger, call or stop
by their local drop station at:

Standard Provision
1505 Greenhaven Lane, Alpena, MI 49707

989-354-4975
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Area Buck Poles:
Lewiston: There will be a buck pole at the ACE Hardware parking lot
on Nov. 15.  Prizes will be awarded.

Atlanta: The Atlanta Chamber of Commerce will host their annual
buck pole on opening day, in downtown Atlanta. Prizes will be
awarded.

Hillman: There will be a buck pole and big buck contest in downtown
Hillman, Nov. 15-17 from sunrise to 9 p.m. Prizes will be awarded.

Area Deer Processors
Northern Deer Processing: 10765 McMurphy Road, Atlanta, 989-
785-4141

Morrison’s Market: 531 State Street, Hillman, 989-742-4312

Mitchell’s Market: 3492 Cripps Road, Luzerne, 989-826-6653

Dowker’s Meat Market & Deli: 2261 S Otsego Avenue, Gaylord, 989-
732-7575

Reed’s Deer Processing: 8084 CR 489, Atlanta, 989-370-4682 or
989-619-6312.

Education • Entertainment • Gift Shop

Brush Creek Mill
Downtown Hillman

P.O. Box 344
Hillman, MI 49746 (989) 742-2527

Northern Deer Processing
State Inspected Facility

CUSTOM MEAT PROCESSING
Big Game - Beef - Pork - Sausage

Cut, Wrapped and Frozen

10765 McMurphy Rd.
Atlanta, MI 49709

Dave & Vikki 989-785-4141
Cell Phone 989-306-1969
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142 State Street • Hillman
989-742-4211

Hillman Hardware
Proudly serving your hardware

needs for over 45 years

Mason and Mills NAPMason and Mills NAPMason and Mills NAPMason and Mills NAPMason and Mills NAPAAAAA
and R/C Hobbiesand R/C Hobbiesand R/C Hobbiesand R/C Hobbiesand R/C Hobbies

YOUR AUTO PARTS PROFESSIONALS SINCE 1962

• Traxxas Radio Controlled Trucks & Accessories
• Radio Controlled Airplanes
• Rockets
• Models & Model Paint

4553 Co. Rd. 612
Lewiston

989-786-3712

We can make strings for anything!
Compound, Crossbows, Recurves

989-785-3600
12365 Thomas Street, Atlanta, Michigan 49709

email: rick@twisterbowstrings.com
website: twisterbowstrings.com

TWISTER BOWSTRINGS
Quality Replacement Bowstrings

WE WORK ON ANY BOW, BOW TUNING AND SET-UP

Stop In For Daily
Homestyle Breakfast,

Lunch & Dinner Specials!

Home of the Bottomless Coffee Cup

Open 7 days a week:
Deer Season Hours

M-F, 6 a.m. -9 p.m. • Sun. 6 a.m. - 6 p.m.

12429 State St. (M-32)
Atlanta, MI 49709

Dine In and
Carry-Out Available785-2233
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Hunting Crossword

Puzzle answers are on page 22
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Call: (989) 370-4682  •  Cell: (989) 619-6312
8084 County Road 489, Atlanta, MI

33 Years Ago...

In 1982, Larry Valentine measured bucks on the Atlanta Buck Pole. Roger
Teets of Atlanta entered the buck on the right, but the one on the far left
outscored it by one point.

 J.D.'s Pizza Place
Pizza, Subs & Ice Cream

11391 West Street, Atlanta

Open Daily for Lunch at 11 a.m.

785-4590
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Shopping Opportunities
in the Area

Hillman Pharmacy: Downtown Hillman, Drug Store &
Gifts
My Sister’s Stone Cottage: Lewiston, Home Décor &
Garden
Tassie’s Lawn Ornaments: M32/M33 E. of Atlanta,
Yard & Garden Accents
Tiara’s & Toadz Resale Boutique: Downtown Atlanta.
Quality resale items.
Lewiston ACE Hardware: Lewiston, Hardware, Gifts &
Décor
East of Kansas: Hossler Rd., Atlanta, Antiques, Custom
Woodwork
Pine Tree Quilt Shoppe: Lewiston, Fabrics, Pottery,
Quilting Supplies
Antiques Depot: Lewiston, Antiques & Collectibles
Art Van: Downtown Onaway, Furniture

Videoville USA: Downtown Atlanta, DVD &
Video Game Rentals

Earl's Collision
989-785-3496
12320 State Street
Atlanta, MI 49709

When you don’t get that
 buck the way you planned!

Quality Auto Body Repair
and Painting
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Ten Commandments
of Firearm Safety
1. Watch that muzzle! Keep it pointed in a safe direction at all times.
2. Treat every firearm with the respect due a loaded gun. It might be,
even if you think it isn’t.
3. Be sure of the target and what is in front of it and beyond it. Know
the identifying features of the game you hunt. Make sure you have an
adequate backstop — don’t shoot at a flat, hard surface or water.
4. Keep your finger outside the trigger guard until ready to shoot. This
is the best way to prevent an accidental discharge.
5. Check your barrel and ammunition. Make sure the barrel and action
are clear of obstructions and carry only the proper ammunition for your
firearm.
6. Unload firearms when not in use. Leave
actions open/ carry firearms in cases and
unloaded to and from the shooting area.
7. Point a firearm only at something you intend
to shoot. Avoid all horseplay with a gun
8. Don’t run, jump or climb with a loaded
firearm. Unload a firearm before you climb a
fence or tree, or jump a ditch. Pull a firearm
toward you by the butt, not the muzzle.
9. Store firearms and ammunition separately
and safely. Store each in secured locations
beyond the reach of children and careless
adults.
10. Avoid alcoholic beverages before or during
shooting. Also avoid mind- or behavior-altering
medicines or drugs.

J&B's Bar N' Grill Restaurant
Family Dining

Chicken - Burgers - Pizza - Steaks
Salads - Seafood - Friday Fish Fry

M-32 & Meridian Line, Vienna
(989) 786-2471 • Fax: (989) 786-7036(989) 786-2471 • Fax: (989) 786-7036(989) 786-2471 • Fax: (989) 786-7036(989) 786-2471 • Fax: (989) 786-7036(989) 786-2471 • Fax: (989) 786-7036

Eat-In or Carry-Out
We accommodate private parties up to 40 people
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Hunters, Learn to Identify “Button Bucks”
Each year many hunters harvest buck fawns, commonly called

“button bucks” on antlerless deer licenses. Though perfectly legal,
harvesting these deer may reduce the number of antlered bucks the
following year. By learning the difference between adult does and
buck fawns and observing these suggestions, hunters can make a
conscious choice on whether to harvest a buck fawn.

• Look at body shapes of deer. Adult does are different in shape from
juvenile deer. The mature doe is rectangular in shape with a long neck
and face. Fawns are square shaped and have a short neck and face.

• Button bucks often travel alone, but adult does rarely do. Consider
this when you observe a single antlerless deer.

• Wait until several deer are together; then harvest one of the larger
antlerless deer.

• If two juvenile deer are without an adult, one will probably be a
button buck. Normally the young male is larger than the female and
may be mistaken for an adult doe because of its larger size. Look at the
head of the deer. A doe’s head is normally more rounded on top
between the ears and a buck’s head is flattened by the base of the
antlers.

• Look closely with binoculars for the antler bases on button bucks.
• Wait until the deer are standing or moving slowly. It is easier to

identify sex and age when deer are not running or moving fast.
• Shoot with good visibility. Poor light or heavy cover makes it

difficult to determine sex and age.

Word Search Answers:
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Hunters’
Dinners & Treats

Community Sharing - Lewiston
A bake sale to benefit Community Sharing of Lewiston will be
held at Glen’s Market on Friday, Nov. 16 from 9 a.m. - 3
p.m.

Knights of Columbus Hall - Hillman
Corner of Farrier Rd. and M-32
Wild Game Dinner - Nov. 14, 4 p.m. - 7 p.m.
Venison & Roast Beef, all trimmings, homemade desserts

Moose Lodge – Lewiston
4150 County Road 491
Nov. 15 – From 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Deer Hunters Luncheon
Nov. 17 at 5 p.m.
Spaghetti Dinner

American Legion – Lewiston
3060 Mantz Street
Thursday, Nov. 15, 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.
Sloppy Joes & homemade bean soup
Friday, Nov. 16, 5 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Fish Fry (all you can eat)

Atlanta Senior Center
11780 M-33 North
Hunters’ Turkey Dinner – Nov. 17, 4 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Adults - $8 and Kids - $4
Turkey, all the trimmings & dessert

Senior Center – Hillman
431 Pineview Ct.
Nov. 17, 4 p.m. – 8 p.m.
Pork, mashed potatoes, stuffing and green beans

Abstracts • Title Search Services • Title Insurance

MONTMORENCY ABSTRACT COMPANY
P.O. Box 212

ATLANTA, MICHIGAN 49709

Phone: (989) 785-4889
Fax: (989) 785-3689

BENJAMIN T. BOLSER PATRICIA A. BOLSER
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2012-2013 Hunting 

Some hunts are scheduled for specific zones, and other bag restrictions may also apply. See 
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sons and Bag Limits

publication Michigan Hunting Guide or visit www.michigan.gov/dnr for full details.
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In Atlanta:
Elk Crossing Cafe - Main Street
Kristies Kitchen – M33 N.
The Dinner Table - M33 N.
Thunderbay Deli – M33 N.
JD’s Pizza – West Street
Know Good Pub-N-Grub – Main Street
Coaches Corner – Main Street
The Baklava Shop - Main Street
Hunter’s Home - Hunter’s Home Rd.
Applewoods - West St.

In Hillman:
The Loft at Thunder Bay Resort – M-32
Jacques Family Restaurant – State St.
Subway – M-32
Donatello’s – M-32
Hi-Way Inn – State St.
Chauncey’s Pub – State St.
Charly O’s Pizzeria – State St.
Lickety Splits – State St.
Avalon Bar - CR 459 N

In Lewiston:
Redwood Steak House – Corner of CR 491 and CR 612
The Villager Restaurant – Jerome Street
The Iron Kettle – Salling Ave.
Subway – Glen’s Plaza
Pizza Plus – at the Longhorn Saloon, Kneeland Street
Lewiston Lodge – Fleming Road
Twin Lakes Bakery - Salling Ave.
Sunrise Pizza – Salling Ave. (take out only)
Talley’s Log Cabin Bar – Corner of Salling and Kneeland
Lewiston Hotel – Olsen Street
J&B’s Bar N’ Grill - M-32, Vienna
Big Bear Trading Post - M32 Vienna (take out only)
Red Oak Station - Kneeland Street

Places to Eat
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Sight in your gun:
There is a public shooting range on Voyer
Lake Road, about two miles north of At-
lanta.

Bring your buck or other trophy by the Tribune office and
let us take a picture and share your success with our
readers. We are located on M-32/33, next to the Post

Office, in Atlanta.

A few Reminders from the
Department of Natural Resources

Notifications: Postcards notifying hunters of their success in
antlerless drawings are no longer mailed. Hunters can check their
license status on the DNR’s website.

Licenses: You may purchase only one archery deer license AND
one firearm deer license OR one combination license.

Baiting and feeding: Baiting and feeding deer and elk are
prohibited in parts of the Lower Peninsula.

Pure Michigan Hunt: Pure Michigan Hunt." Hunters may apply
as often as they wish for this unique multi-species hunting oppor-
tunity that will allow three lucky individuals to hunt for elk, bear,
spring and fall wild turkey, and more.

New State Law Allows 10-Year-Olds to Hunt Deer, Elk or Bear
With a Firearm A change in state law that took effect Sept. 1 makes
it legal for 10- and 11-year olds to hunt deer, bear or elk with
firearms in Michigan.

Deer Check Stations
Successful hunters are encouraged to bring their deer by the

nearest DNR Deer Check Station, and receive a successful hunter
patch. Bovine Tuberculosis is still in the deer herd in Northeast
Michigan, and you can assist the DNR in their TB control program
by letting them inspect your deer. Hunters are also encouraged to
donate their deer heads to the DNR for further study. This may be
done at the Deer Check Station, or if you are having the deer
mounted, the taxidermist can donate the head after it has been
caped.

The Deer Check Station at the Atlanta DNR office is across from
the county Fairgrounds, three miles north of town on M-33. They
will be open on November 15-21 and 24-30 from 9 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.
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Quality Venison Begins in the Field
The reasons why people hunt deer are probably as varied as the

people who hunt them, but the vast majority share at least one
common trait: They want to put venison on the table.

An excellent source of high-quality, low-fat protein, venison has
become increasingly popular in the food world. And as the movement
toward locally produced, sustainable food sources gains steam, veni-
son fits perfectly; it comes directly into the food supply from the wild,
absent the manipulations of the meat production industry.

But it's a lengthy path from woods to the table and how hunters
process their game has a significant impact on its palatability. Proper
field care of deer is the first step toward a rewarding experience in the
kitchen.

The Department of Natural Resources reminds hunters that proper
field dressing of deer is mostly a matter of paying attention to detail.
The first detail is timing; generally, the sooner you can dress a deer -
especially in warm weather - the better off you'll be. It's also a lot easier
to field dress an animal while it's still warm.

The DNR recommends rubber or latex gloves when field dressing
deer, as much for your own sake as for that of the meat. One of the keys
to field dressing an animal is to avoid contacting the meat with
contaminants, either internal (feces, stomach contents or urine) or
external (hair or dirt).

The first step - after you've tagged the deer - is to roll it on its back.
Make sure you have a sharp knife (dull knives lead to accidents).
Locate the breast bone. Pull the hide away from the carcass (to avoid
puncturing any internal organs) and make a small incision in the
animal's chest just below the breast bone. Insert your middle and
forefingers in the shape of a V and push up against the skin. Insert the
knife, cutting surface up, between the fingers and cut through the
abdominal wall and down toward the pelvis. By working from the chest
toward the pelvis, you are cutting in the direction the hair grows,
making it easier to avoid getting hair on the meat.

If the deer is a buck, cut around both sides of the reproductive organs.
Cut between the hams carefully to free a buck's urethra. Cut around
the anus. And, if it's a doe, cut around the vaginal tract, as well. You'll
have to cut to a depth of about four inches. Do not sever the rectum or
the urethra. If pellets or fecal material are present in the rectum, some
hunters recommend tying it shut with a piece of string.

If it's a doe - or a buck and you do not plan to mount the trophy - you

Heat/AC
Refrigerator
Microwave

Free HBO/Showtime
Free WiFi

Owned & Operated by
Phil & Marva LaMore

12520 State St. (M-32)
Atlanta, MI 49709

King & Queen Beds
Large Kitchen Units

Lodge Rooms
Cottage

www.theatlantamotel.com

989-785-4509
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Atlanta
13501 M-33
Nov. 15-21, 9 a.m.- 4:00 p.m.
Nov. 24-30, 9 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Mio
191 S. Mt. Tom Rd.
Nov. 15-21, 8 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Nov. 24-30, 8 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Alpena
4343 M-32 West
Nov. 15-21, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
Nov 24-30, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.

Gaylord
1732 West M-32
Nov. 15-21, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Nov 24-30, 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Deer Check Station Hours

can cut up through the center of the breast bone, all the way up to the
neck. If it's an old or large animal, a small saw will make it easier to get
through the rib cage. If it's a buck that you want to mount, do not cut
above the breast bone; reach up into the chest cavity to grasp the
windpipe and esophagus. Cut the esophagus and wind pipe as high as
you can reach. Pull them down and cut them free.

The DNR does not recommend splitting the pelvic bone, as many
injuries occur while doing so. If you insist on splitting the pelvis, use
a small saw instead of a knife. Instead, pull the rectum and urethra
from under the pelvic bone into the body cavity. Pull the windpipe and
esophagus down and away from the carcass.

Cut the diaphragm as close to the rib cage as possible on both sides,
making sure you do not puncture the stomach, intestines or bladder.
Roll the body on its side, allowing the entrails to begin falling out of the
body cavity. You may have to free the organs from connective tissue
with your knife. Keep the liver and heart for the table, if you're
inclined.

Prop the body cavity open (a stick will help) to facilitate cooling and
allow the blood to drain. Wipe out the body cavity. The carcass is now
ready to be transported to where you want to hang it until you're ready
to take it home or to the processor.

Dwight Hardies
Sales Representative

Hardies Seed & Ag Supply

21195 County Rd. 451
Hillman, MI 49746
(989) 742-7715

Offering a full line
of farm, turf and

 wildlife plot seed.

“Working hard to help you succeed!”
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You really don’t have to have a lot of gray in your hair to remember when
deer hunting was largely a northern Michigan endeavor. There was a long
tradition of going to deer camp somewhere north of Clare, and reports of
traffic jams on northbound I-75 a couple of days prior to Nov. 15 were
commonplace.

That trend changed through the 1990’s, and somewhere around the turn
of the century, the pattern reversed itself. More hunters spent more time, and
killed more deer, in the southern third of the state than in the northern Lower
and Upper peninsulas.

In 2002, for instance, Michigan hunters killed an estimated 35,000 bucks
in the Upper Peninsula and 79,000 in the northern Lower Peninsula, while
southern Michigan hunters killed 127,000 bucks, more than half the bucks
taken in the state. That trend has continued.

But due to a combination of factors, including new license regulations and
three mild winters in a row, northern Michigan deer hunting appears to be
poised for a comeback.

“We haven’t necessarily seen increased license sales or more hunter
numbers in northern Michigan, but what we are seeing is the hunters who
are out there are more successful and that’s always a good thing,” said
Department of Natural Resources deer program biologist Ashley Autenrieth.

Autenrieth, who works out of Gaylord, said more hunters have been
calling, looking to buy property adjacent to public land to establish deer
camps in the northern Lower Peninsula.

“The last three mild winters we’ve had have really helped,” Autenrieth said.
“People are seeing more game. Our deer herd has been on a nice, steady
increase for the last three years, which is what we want, a slow progression
of deer numbers.

“Where we have good habitat we’re seeing more deer and even in areas
with medium-quality habitat we’re seeing more deer,” she said. “In general,
numbers are up and the deer seem to be very fit. They look healthy. We’re
getting reports of good trail camera pictures and people say they’re seeing
some very nice quality bucks.”

The change in buck regulations in the Upper Peninsula, where hunters
who opt for a combination license are limited to a buck with at least three
antler points on one side and four on one side (statewide) with the second
tag, may have helped pass some bucks into an older age-class. (A similar
change was adopted in 2010 in DMU 487, the area in the northeastern
Lower Peninsula where bovine tuberculosis has been an issue with the deer
herd.)

“The last three winters have been pretty good to deer in the Upper
Peninsula, with this past winter being one of the mildest on record,”
Autenrieth said. “This has given the deer a great chance to rebound from the
harsh winter of 2008. I would expect both the population numbers and the
harvest to increase this year.

Northern Michigan deer
hunting headed for a comeback
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“I think we’ll see an increase in hunter success throughout much of
northern Michigan again this year.”

Autenrieth said that this year more antlerless permits are available in new
areas in northern Michigan.

“A number of areas in both the U.P. and northern Lower have been opened
for the first time in a number of years,” she said. “Otsego, Cheboygan and
Roscommon counties were all opened this year on both public and private
land after being closed for the last three years.

“Kalkaska is still closed on public land, but is open for private-land
antlerless licenses, and we also opened Mason, Wexford and Missaukee to
public land this year, too. That’s a reaction to our indicators telling us the
population numbers are up and healthy.

“In the U.P., we did open a few areas previously closed including DMU 117
(Drummond Island) and 121 (Bay De Noc Unit) and we did increase the
number of licenses in some areas.”

Antlerless licenses have been reduced in the northeastern Lower Peninsula,
where bovine tuberculosis is a major concern, but that represents more of
change in strategy than a change in deer populations, Autenrieth said.

“We’re really looking forward to another great hunting season in northern
Michigan,” she said. “Things are looking good. We’ve heard very good
things from archery hunters, and we hope that continues right into gun
season.”

The DNR believes southern Michigan will continue to produce the bulk of
hunting effort as well as the bulk of the harvest this year, and probably for
the foreseeable future. But northern Michigan deer hunting, which has been
in decline in recent years, seems ready for a bounce. Though no one is
predicting traffic jams heading north anytime soon, the tradition of hunting
deer in northern Michigan appears to be on an upswing.

Learn more about deer-hunting opportunities in all parts of the state on the
DNR website at www.michigan.gov/deer.

Atlanta HarAtlanta HarAtlanta HarAtlanta HarAtlanta Hardwardwardwardwardwareeeee

Sporting Goods • Small Engine Repair
Plumbing & Electrical • Bait • Licenses

Basic Feed & Lumber

Kevin Haren, Owner
12374 State Street Atlanta

If you need to know...Ask a Pro!

989-785-3351

Ask

About

Rentals

One study concludes that over 95% of the
scrapes bucks made in an area would be used
again the next year.
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Ground Blinds on Public Land
A ground blind means a structure, enclosure or any material, natural

or manufactured, placed on the ground to assist in concealing or
disguising the user or occupant for the purpose of taking an animal.
Any ground blind on public land that does not meet the requirements
of either Type 1, 2 or 3 described below is an illegal ground blind.

Only the following types of ground blinds are legal on public land:
Type 1 (Portable Ground Blind). This blind must be clearly portable

and removed at the end of each day’s hunt. Fasteners, if used to attach
or anchor the blind, cannot penetrate the cambium of a tree and also
must be removed daily. No identification is required. These blinds
may be used for legal hunting on public land, including all state game
areas, state parks and state recreation areas in Zone 3 (the southern
lower peninsula).

Type 2 (Dead Natural Materials Ground Blind). This blind must be
constructed exclusively of dead natural materials found in the area of
the blind except that a hunter may add netting, cloth, plastic or other
materials for concealment or protection from the weather if these
materials are not permanently fastened to the blind and are removed
at the end of each day’s hunt.

These items can be tied to the blind but cannot be stapled, nailed,
glued or fastened in any permanent manner. No identification is
required. Fasteners (nails, screws, etc.) cannot be used in construc-
tion. These blinds may be used for legal hunting on public land,
including all state game areas, state parks and state recreation areas
in Zone 3.

Type 3 (Constructed Ground Blind). This includes all other blinds
not meeting the requirements of either Type 1 or Type 2 including
portable ground blinds if not removed daily. Bear hunters may place
constructed ground blinds on state lands in bear management units
open to bear hunting for which they have a bear license beginning
Aug. 10 in Zone 1 units and in Zone 2 units beginning Aug. 17. Blinds
must be removed within five days of a bear being harvested, or within
five days of the end of the bear season for which the hunter has a
license.

Constructed ground blinds on all Zone 1 and Zone 2 public lands
(north of Bay City) for deer hunting shall remain legal from Nov. 6 to
the end of the annual deer season. In addition to criminal penalties,
any constructed blind found on public land prior to Nov. 6 or after the
end of the annual deer season will be considered abandoned. The
name and address of the person placing a constructed ground blind on
public land must be permanently attached, etched, engraved or
painted on the blind. These blinds are not legal on state game areas,
state parks and state recreation areas in Zone 3. Fasteners, if used to
anchor or attach the blind, cannot penetrate the cambium of a tree and
must be removed with the blind.

Note: If a person’s Type 3 ground blind has been permitted to be
placed on land administered by a local public agency (city, township,
county), the local agency will establish the length of time that a blind
may be placed on its property.
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Hunter’s Word Search
Hunt for the words listed below the puzzle. Words may be displayed
vertically, horizontally or diagonally.

Puzzle answers are on page 10
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11939 M32
Atlanta, MI 49709

Phone: 989-785-4064
Fax: 989-785-4654

Hours: Monday-Friday 8:00-6:00 • Saturday 8:00-4:00 • Sunday Closed

Auto Value Atlanta

First Choice
Real Estate

Toll Free
877-785-2808

ROSELYN "ROSIE" FERGUSON
Owner/Broker

P.O. Box 335
16670 M32/33

Atlanta, MI 49709
(989) 785-2808

firstchoice.realestate99@gmail.com
www.firstchoice-realestate.com

Crossword Answers
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Pick up a Free

Recreation Map
at the Tribune Office, in Atlanta

This full-color map displays a wealth of
valuable information for Montmorency
County and surrounding areas, including:

• State Land
• Wetlands
• Two-track roads
• Snowmobile Trails
• ATV Trails
• Campgrounds
• Boat Launches
• Elk Viewing Areas
• Section Numbers

Published by:

25 Years Ago...

This 11 point buck was shot by
David Gordon of Hillman near the
Rainy River swamp area.

32 Years Ago...

Dave Falk from Jackson shot this tro-
phy 12 point with a 30.06 back in
1980 north of Atlanta.



- 26 -

Deer Camp Diary:

                 Have a humorous or fun deer camp experience? Send it to the
Tribune and we will share it with our readers next year. Email us at
editor@montmorencytribune.com or write to Tribune, P.O. Box
186, Atlanta, MI 49709.
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A-1 Woods & Waters

Head in the
right direction

 for all your
hunting and

outdoor needs!

 DNR Licenses
Guns

Ammunition
Archery Equipment

 Lure/Scents
 Clothing

Boots
Fishing Gear

Camping Supplies
Gifts

Home Dècor
and more!

Located in Beautiful Downtown Hillman
141 N. State Street

989-742-3878
www.a1woodsandwaters.com


